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" The farmers. The coolies. The beggars/'
44 We promised the peasants ledistribution of
landed property. Not as thorough as the Taiping
schemed, but still redistribution. The peasants are the
only ones who count. Coolies ? Beggars ? What to do
with them ? The strong, educated middle classes
must lead* Coolies and beggars are welcome if they
want to fight on our side. They will not be forgotten
in national China. Above all, remember, there is the
national idea/'

Lao didn't dare to answer but his face expressed
worried doubt.

Sun Yat Sen was sitting at his desk in his hide-out
and received message after message. The news was
bad. Police and soldiers were pro-Government. The
revolt remained isolated in Canton.

Lao entered the room. He came slowly, his face
was smeared with blood, his eyes half-closed and he
pressed his right hand against his hip.

uWe have lost, Sun Yat Sen/' he said, almost
inaudibly. 4t Our men are killed or in full flight. You
too will have to flee. The revolt was ill prepared..

there was a wrong approach, mistakes......You will

have to flee.   Go now.   You have to do it again/'

He fell down. Sun Yat Sen went over to him,
examined his body with quick, skilful hands. Lao
wasn't mortally wounded, he had been shot in the hip
and his temple was only grazed.

"Flee/' he whispered. "Flee and later return/'
His face was bitter. "You said there was no

possibility of this revolt being unsuccessful........"

F